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LOCAL MODERN DANCE COMPANY 

WHIRLS INTO SPOTLIGHT
CONTEMPRADANCE THEATRE PROFESSIONAL COMPANY TO PREMIER 

“BEYOND WORDS” IN MAY 11th  PERFORMANCE
WAYNE, PA—Local dance company ContempraDance Theatre will premier Artistic Director Gail Vartanian’s newest work of choreography, BEYOND WORDS, as part of the stunning ContempraDance Theatre spring performance. At 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 11th , 2002, ContempraDance Theatre will perform their new work, as well as four pieces from the company’s repertoire, at Centennial Hall in Haverford, PA.

Under Vartanian’s direction, ContempraDance Theatre seeks to bring a cutting-edge artistic dance element to the area. A professional modern/jazz dance company currently becoming a non-profit institution, ContempraDance Theatre is fresh, interpretive, and unique with a variety of original pieces from classical to vernacular to avant-garde. 

To be performed on the eve of Mother’s Day, BEYOND WORDS is an electrifying interpretation of several paintings by Vartanian’s mother, artist Patricia Shaps, interpreted on stage with Vartanian’s brilliant choreography. Vartanian will collaborate with live musicians and singers, featuring the Eastern European vocal ensemble SVITANJE, as well as renowned drummer Jonathan Blaine. Additional pieces to be performed in May at Centennial Hall include Night Dreams, a depiction of various stages of human sleep; Exotic Birds, an exuberant and glittering jazz dance showcasing various feathered types of birds; Crash Course, a eclectic melting pot of dance styles in a New York street setting; and Hangeraphobia, a hysterical and ingenious tribute to the perplexing closet dilemma. 

Brought to the Philadelphia area by Vartanian in 1994, ContempraDance Theatre originated in Palm Beach, Florida in 1990. Since moving to the Delaware Valley, the company has performed with outstanding reviews at many venues throughout Philadelphia and the surrounding area, including The Delaware Dance Festival in Newark and Philadelphia’s 2000 Feet World Dance Celebration. In addition, Vartanian’s choreography was selected by Margarita Von Bahr, Director of the National Ballet of Finland, as the only Modern/Jazz solo performance at the International Gala Dance Festival in Finland. 

Tickets to the ContempraDance Theatre performance are $20 for adults, and $15 for students and children. Group pricing is available. Tickets can be reserved by calling ContempraDance Theatre at  

610.225.3007.

ContempraDance Theatre is supported by community leaders and businesses committed to the arts in the Delaware Valley. To contribute to ContempraDance Theatre as a Founding Circle member, businesses and individuals are encouraged to contact Artistic Director Gail Vartanian at 610.225.3007.   More information is available at the theatre’s web site, www.contempradancetheatre.org 
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