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CONTEMPRADANCE THEATRE’S Shakin up the Stage

From the Company that brought you the Philly-Nutt-Crak-Up

now brings you a new Holiday Dance Spoof,

“Twas the Nite the SugaPlum Crak-ed”

PHILADELPHIA, PA—The Company that brought you last year’s “Philly-Nutt-Crak-Up” now premieres Artistic Director, Gail Vartanian’s new holiday dance alternative, Twas the nite the SugaPlum Crak-ed, as part of their December 

10, 11 & 12, 2004 performance at the Painted Bride Art Center, 230 Vine St. Philadelphia, PA.  Evening performances are Friday and Saturday, 8:00pm. Saturday and Sunday matinee, 2:00pm. The company will offer a special children’s one hour workshop following the show on Sunday. The children will meet the dancers from the cast and learn some of the various dance styles performed during the show. This will be an exciting opportunity for children of all ages. In addition to “Twas the nite the SugaPlum Crak-ed”, ContempraDance Theatre will perform the hilarious, “Hangeraphobia”, the provocative and stunning, “Exotic Birds”, guest Hip Hop artists, FloMotion Dance Co. and performing live, singer/musician Kevin Patrick Olinik of Divine Loraine.

· “Twas the nite the SugaPlum Crak-ed”  is a fresh modern parody of “Twas the night before Christmas” and the “Nutcracker” with original rap lyrics narrated by SugaPlum fairy, Michelle Jones Wurtz. The dancers range in age from seven to adult dancing hip hop, jazz, modern and ballet. This hilarious holiday dance spoof brings together choreographers, Gail Vartanian, Michelle Jones Wurtz, Cesa Zuniga, & Jessica Westnedge. This original version takes place the night before Christmas with B-Boyin mice and dancing Holiday stockings hanging from the tree while the SugaPlum Fairy raps the story. The Grincher, along with his goons, Darth Vador and other surprise characters, find her holiday spirit annoying and attempt to take her away. They are then confronted by the Dashers & Dancers of Liberty Pole Land. The battle begins and the story continues with Hip Hop Santa and his b-bopping reindeer saving the day, (or do they?). This clever new dance work appeals to all ages and is a unique alternative to the ordinary holiday classics.
· “Hangeraphobia” is a comical twisted tribute to that annoying closet dilemma and our attempts at untangling them. Choreographed by Gail Vartanian with music by Art of Noise.

· “Exotic Birds” is provocative and stunning modern jazz dance showcasing various birds contesting their once defined territories. Choreographed by Gail Vartanian with music by Junior Homrich. 
ContempraDance Theatre seeks to bring a cutting-edge artistic dance element to the area. A professional non-profit dance company, ContempraDance Theatre is fresh, interpretive, and unique with a variety of original dance works from classical to vernacular to the avant-garde. The Company originated in Palm Beach, Florida in 1991 and consists of 15 professional dancers. Since moving to the Delaware Valley in 1997, ContempraDance Theatre has performed with outstanding reviews at many venues including The Florida Dance Festival in Tampa, The Delaware Dance Festival in Newark, Philadelphia’s 2000 Feet World Dance Celebration and the Mandell Theater and the Painted Bride in Philadelphia. 

Tickets to the ContempraDance Theatre performance are $25 for adults and $20 children and students. The workshop and performance on Sunday, Dec. 12th is $40. Special pricing is available for groups of twenty or more for all shows. For more info call 610.225.3007.  Tickets can be reserved by calling the Painted Bride at 215.925.9914 or order on-line at www.paintedbride.org. 

Visa and MasterCard are accepted.

ContempraDance Theatre is supported by community leaders and businesses committed to the arts in the Delaware Valley. For more information visit our Company website: www.contempradancetheatre.org .
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